




2. Clean the inside of the camera. 
Brush out the inside of the camera periodically using a soft brush. 

Do not exert pressure on the shutter curtains as this may damage them. 
Also keep the mirror free from fingerprints and dust. 

5 Store the camera properly . . 
Store the camera in a carrying case to protect it from dust. Avoid 

storing the camera in excessively hot, cold, or damp places. Always 
attach a body cap to the camera body and a front and rear lens cap to 
the lens when storing them to prevent dust from getting inside the body 
or on the lens surfaces. Remove the batteries before storing the camera 
for an extended period of time. 

3. Keep the camera away from water. 
Avoid excessive moisture. When using the camera near water, 

guard against splashes, especially saltwater spray. 

6. Never attempt to disassemble or repair the camera 
yourself. 

These delicate procedures should be left to an authorized repairman. 
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SPECIFICATIONS-------------
Type of camera 
Picture format 

Lens mount 
Lenses 

Shutter 

Shutter speeds 

Shutter release 

Backup mechanical 
release lever 

Self-timer 

35mm single-lens reflex 
24mm x 36mm 
(standard 35mm film format) 
Nikon bayonet mount 
Nikkor 5011.2, 5011.4, 5011.8, 
and Nikon Series E 5011 .8 as 
standard; more than 55 Nikkor 
and Nikon Series E lenses 
available 
Horizontal-travel, titanium focal ­
plane shutter 
Auto: Electromagnetically con­
trolled stepless speeds from 8 to 
1/2000 sec.; Manual: Quartz/ 
electromagnetically controlled 
discrete speeds from 8 to 1/2000 
sec., plus B and X (l /80 sec.); 
mechanical: T setting on shutter 
speed dial and 1/60 sec . when 
using backup mechanical 
release lever 
Electromagnetic shutter release; 
initial pressure on shutter release 
button switches on meter (alter 
power switch is turned on). meter 
then remains on for 16 sec. after 
finger is taken off button 
Trips shutter at 1/60 sec. regard­
less of shutter speed dial setting 
except at T; used when batteries 
are dead 
Quartz-timed 10 sec. delayed 
exposure; LED blinks at 2Hz for 
first 8 sec. then at 8Hz for last 2 sec . 

Exposure control 

Film speed range 
Metering range 

Exposure 
compensation dial 

Exposure memory 
lock 

Accessory shoe 

Aperture-priority automatic 
exposure with manual override 
and backup mechanical control; 
through-the-Iens, full aperture 
metering via silicon photo diode 
(SPD) with center-weighted 
metering pattern and metering 
circuits incorporated into 
camera body; meter works with 
all Viewfinders 
ASA 12 to ASA 6400 
EV I to EV 18 at ASA 100 with 
fll.41ens 
PrOVided; ±2 EV in one-third 
increments 
Provided; operates on Auto to 
electronically lock in shutter 
speed 
Provided; special Nikon type 
located at base of rewind knob; 
accepts Nikon SB-12 shoe­
mounting electronic flash unit or 
TTL connecting cord from SB-11 
for TTL direct flash output 
control using camera's SPD 
metering cell 

Flash synchronization Speeds up to 1/80 sec. with 
electronic flash; with SB-12, flash 
sync is automatically set to 1/80 
sec. when shutler speed dial is 
set ai "A, " or 1/125 sec. or above; 
flash synchronizes with shutler 
speed set at slower shutler speed 
settings; threaded sync terminal 



Auto flash control 

Viewfinder 

Viewfinder display 

Viewfinder 
illuminator 

Film advance lever 

provided for off-camera or 
multiple flash photography 
TTL direct flash control governs 
SB-12's flash output using 
camera's SPD sensor; effective 
ASA range from ASA 25 to 
ASA400 
Interchangeable eye level penta­
prism type DE-2 as standard; 
O.SX magnification with 50mm 
lens set at infinity; virtually 100% 
frame coverage 
Liquid crystal display (LCD) 
shows shutter speed; on Auto, 
+ 2000 indicates overexposure, 
-S- underexposure; on Manual, 
M appears with + indicating 
overexposure, - underexposure, 
and - + correct exposure; LED 
ready-light glows when Nikon 
SB-ll or SB-12 Speed light is 
completely recycled; aperture in 
use also shown through aperture­
direct-readout (ADR) window 
Provided; illuminates both liqUid 
crystal display and ADR 
fin umber 
Wound in single stroke or series 
of strokes; 30 0 stand-off angle 
and 140 0 winding angle; shutter 
speed automatically set to lISO 
sec. until frame" 1" for fast 
loading when shutter speed dial is 
set to "A" or 11125 sec. and above 

Frame counter 
Film rewind 

Eyepiece shutter 

Focusing screen 

Depth-of-field 
preview button 

Reflex mirror 

Multiple exposure 
lever 

Camera back 

Power switch 
Batteries 

Dimensions 

Weight 

Additive type, self-resetting 
folding crank with rewind 
button in baseplate 
Provided; prevents stray light 
from entering viewfinder from 
the rear 
Type K as standard; inter­
changeable with 19 other types 
Provided; coaxial with mirror 
lockup lever 
Automatic instant -return type 
with lockup faCility; incorporates 
air damper 
Provided; disengages frame 
counter for correct count 
Hinged, interchangeable type; 
memo holder provided 
Provided 
Two 1.5V silver-oxide cells 
(Eveready EPX76, D76 or 
equivalent); when MD-4 motor 
drive is attached, camera gets 
battery power from batteries in 
motor drive 
14S.5mm (W) x 96.5mm (H) 
x65.5mm(D) 

700g with DE-2 Eyelevel finder 
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IMPORTANT!---------------

The camera body you have purchased is packaged sepa­
rately from the lens. Before mounting the lens, check if it 
is capable of Automatic Maximum Aperture Indexing 
(AI) operation with your camera body by verifying that 
the lens' aperture ring is fitted with a meter coupling 
ridge as illustrated at the right. Note that the" Ai " mark 
on the cover of the instruction sheet provided with AI 
Nikkor lenses is your assurance that the lens offers the 
AI feature. 
If the lens is fitted with the meter coupling ridge, it is 
fully capable of full-aperture exposure measurement and 
automatic maximum aperture indexing; to attach it to the 
camera, follow the directions provided in the BASIC 
OPERATION section of this instruction manual. 
If the lens is non-AI, stop-down exposure measurement is 
required with the camera body's meter coupling lever 
locked up; to lock up the lever, follow the directions in 
the "Meter coupling lever" section of CONTROLS IN 
DETAIL. 

Note : The modification at reasonable cost of most non-AI Nikkor lenses 
having both an automatic diaphragm and meter coupling prang is 
available for the convenience of Nikkor lens users. For further infor­
mation concerning lens modification, please contact your local autho­
rized Nikon dealer. 




